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Comics and manga’s ongoing popularity with 
readers of all ages is no longer a surprise to 
anyone paying attention, but serving those 
readers well requires more than simply having 
a well-stocked collection. From book clubs and 
summer reading programs, to community reads 
and curriculum alignment — there are myriad 
ways to integrate comics and manga into your 
library’s programming.

The traditional book club has been an essential 
fixture of library programming in communities of 
all sizes, while opportunities for social interaction 
around shared interests are becoming more 
fragmented — especially online.

A good book club can introduce readers to new 
topics, ideas, and points of view they may have 
never considered before, while providing a 
welcoming space to connect with other readers 
and share insights and recommendations.

HOSTING COMICS & MANGA BOOK CLUBS

Even if you’re already comfortable with hosting book clubs, you’ll find our Reader’s Guides helpful 
for selecting titles that might be of interest to you and your community.

PREPARE: What you’ll need to do before 
scheduling your first book club event.

PROMOTE: How to get the word out 
about your book club event.

PARTICIPATE: How to ensure your book 
club members have a great experience.
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Despite having hosted book clubs 
previously, it wasn’t until I initiated 
a comics-specific book club that I 
realized the power these groups 
have to form deep, lasting bonds. 
Suddenly, we had more non-
traditional library users (adults in 
their thirties who hadn’t previously 
engaged) enthusiastic to visit our 
library and discover more comics.”

—MONI BARRETTE, MLIS, LIBRARYPASS
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1. PREPARE

Comics and manga cover every genre you can 
think of — for readers of all ages and interests. 
From genre fiction to poignant memoirs 
and everything in between, the medium has 
something for readers of all levels, languages, 
and cultural backgrounds. Some are better-suited 
for book clubs than others, so before you start 
selecting titles and dates, you first need to figure 
out what you want your book club to accomplish.

Why host a Book Club?

Whether it’s introducing readers to new books 
and/or creators, or revisiting classics; nurturing 
conversations related to timely topics; running 
a community read; or simply providing a safe 
space to enjoy comics of all kinds — it’s important 
to establish clear goals for your book club so 
potential members know what to expect. Be sure 
to choose a name that fits the tone you’re aiming 
for, too.

Who is your Book Club for?

Comics and manga are for everyone, but a single 
book club can’t serve every potential reader. 
A book club for younger readers is unlikely to 
satisfy Teens or Adults’ interests, while genre-
specific book clubs can potentially appeal to 
readers of overlapping ages. Alternatively, 
community reads are typically intended to 
engage readers of all ages.

Knowing who you’re trying to serve will not 
only affect which titles you select and how you 
approach the discussions, it will also ensure 
you’re meeting your readers’ expectations.

What will your Book Club read and discuss?

The titles you select will depend on who your 
book club is intended to serve, and can vary 
greatly by genre, art style, and complexity. 
Many standalone comics are less than 200 
pages long, while some series have dozens of 
volumes, each one more than 200 pages. Some 
stories are pretty straightforward and don’t lend 
themselves to deep conversation, while others 
feature detailed artwork that could be the primary 
focus of discussion without getting into the plot 
or characters at all.

Picking your first few titles is just the starting 
point, though. You’ll want to build deeper 
engagement at each book club meeting by 
asking for recommendations for future selections, 
and offer a few options members can vote on 
in advance. Making the selection process as 
collaborative as the discussions themselves is an 
excellent way to discover creators and titles that 
your members are already interested in, and can 
drive readers’ advisory,  too. 

Comic book clubs are a great way 
to build a sense of community, 
get into new genres and creators, 
explore indie or lesser-known 
comics, and practice critical thinking 
when analyzing what we read. Plus, 
it opens up conversations about 
different perspectives that might not 
have been considered before.”

—DAN WOOD, ESCONDIDO PUBLIC LIBRARY
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How will your Book Club provide access to 
selected titles?

Selecting titles is the easy part, but ensuring all of 
your readers can access each title simultaneously 
might be tougher. If you don’t have enough 
physical copies in your collection to support a 
book club, and don’t have a local comics shop 
who can help with discounted purchases, a digital 
solution might work better.

With Comics Plus, you can provide unlimited, 
simultaneous digital access to all of your members; 
no holds, no wait lists, no borrowing limits.

Where will your Book Club meet?

There are pros and cons to hosting physical and 
virtual book clubs, and one approach may serve 
some readers better than others. If you have 
the resources, a hybrid approach can maximize 
engagement by making it accessible to more of 
your community.

Important factors for hosting in-person book 
clubs include creating a safe and welcoming 
space for book club discussions. This isn’t just 
limited to making sure chairs are comfortable, 
space is ample, and everyone can be seen and 
heard without disrupting other library operations. 
It also means reviewing and practicing your 
moderating skills to ensure effective guidance of 
discussions and interactions. Lay basic ground 
rules out at the beginning, such as potential 
time limits on responses and consequences for 
abuse, per your library policies. Make sure you 

are comfortable enforcing these rules, and you 
will quickly build trust with your club members 
and each other.

A bonus consideration for in-person book clubs 
is refreshments: Depending on your library’s 
food policy, it can be fun and comforting to allow 
book club members to bring snacks to share or 
for the library to provide light refreshments if 
your budget allows it.

When hosting a virtual book club, your ability to 
successfully moderate discussions is perhaps 
even more important than in-person book clubs. 
Ground rules should be communicated and 
followed through, and you will also need to be 
current on your virtual platform’s features in case 
the need to mute or remove members arises.
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2. PROMOTE 

Online Channels

Leverage your website, social media accounts, 
and email newsletters to regularly promote your 
book club and the titles you’ve selected. Share 
book covers and links to relevant reviews and 
interviews to drive awareness and engagement. 

Host previews and follow-up discussions on 
platforms like Discord, Twitch, or YouTube.

Encourage your members to share information 
about the book club and selected titles in their 
online communities, expanding your reach  
and impact.

Physical Channels

Take advantage of in-person opportunities to 
promote your book club from inside the library, 
including displays, shelftalkers, posters, flyers, 
and digital signage. 

Share your excitement about the club with 
attendees of other events at your library, as 
well as local schools, universities, and relevant 
organizations.

   Advertise events on the main page of the 
library’s website, an events calendar, and  
through the online sign-up program.

   Announce all events on the library’s social 
media and tag the author’s and publisher’s 
accounts to extend your reach.

   Local bookseller partners can help promote 
library-affiliated author events on their own 
websites or in their email and social media 
communications.

   Take advantage of free online event 
listings; invite the local book critic or event 
editor to all events.

—Directory of Best Practices for Public Library Events, The Panorama Project

If you have a local comics shop or independent 
bookseller, connect with them to help promote 
your book club to their customers, too.

Maximizing your reach within your local 
community is critical to building awareness and 
engagement for any library programming. Even if 
every reader isn’t a potential book club member, 
knowing their library has an interest in comics 
may lead to them being more active patrons.
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3. PARTICIPATE 

Once you’ve determined your book club’s goals, 
identified your readers, selected a few good 
titles, and attracted your first group of members, 
the next step is ensuring they have a great 
experience.

Good moderation is an absolute must for a 
successful book club experience! A good moderator 
has read the book, established a clear agenda for 
the meeting in advance, and is prepared to guide 
the discussion rather than lead it.

Clear expectations should be established from the 
beginning, including a simple code of conduct to 
ensure your club is welcoming and accessible to 
everyone interested in participating. Periodically 
remind everyone to be respectful of each other 
as needed, while being prepared to enforce your 
agreed-upon code of conduct if it’s been violated.

Everyone should be given a chance to share their 
insights on the book or a specific question before 
moving to open discussions. Even if your book 
club is meant to inspire spirited debate, mutual 
respect for reasonable opinions should still be 
expected and enforced.

When using an online forum for hosting 
discussions, be sure to have your club’s rules and 
code of conduct clearly defined and posted.

For example, if someone 
dominates the discussion, I 
can gently remind them that 
we have agreed to ‘share AND 
listen.’  And if things devolve 
further, I can always invoke the 
norm they have empowered 
me with: ‘Be willing and 
prepared to take control of the 
group, firmly but respectfully.’”

—BECKY SPRATFORD, RA FOR ALL

The best way to quell your nerves before your star turn is to thoroughly 
familiarize yourself with the material. Read the book and a few reviews 
as soon as you can. Give yourself as much time as possible to think about 
questions and themes, as well as which aspects of the book are most 
likely to interest your members. —I LOVE LIBRARIES, ALA
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Ripple Effects: The Deluxe Edition (Fanbase Press)

READER’S GUIDE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. George/Ripple’s super suit includes a pocket for his insulin pen. If you had to design a super suit 
for yourself, what kinds of pockets, accessories, or practical design decisions would you include? 

2. What is it about Ripple Effects that makes it particularly well-suited to the comics medium? Or, do 
you think Hart’s story would be better told as a movie, TV show, or traditional novel?

3. One theme in Ripple Effects is how different characters define their idea of justice. How do you 
define justice, and how does your definition compare to the various versions of it in the text?

4. Ripple Effects is a work of fiction that is designed in part to raise awareness around real-life 
issues, specifically invisible illnesses and chronic pain suffered by people around the world. What 
other works of fiction, in any media, cover invisible issues that affect you or people you know?

Most people have read or watched at least one superhero’s 
origin story, but Ripple Effects asks a unique question: What 
if the superhero derives their powers from an otherwise 
debilitating and unseen disability?

CREATORS: Jordan Hart and Bruno Chiroleu

ABOUT: Ripple Effects explores life as a superhero with an invisible illness 
and was the winner of the Dwayne McDuffie Award for Diversity in Comics 
in 2023, as well as being nominated for an Eisner Award and a Harvey 
Award. In a world that is no stranger to superheroes, George Gibson is 
invulnerable to physical harm but fights every day to stay alive. Suffering 
from an acute case of type 1 diabetes, his invincibility is offset by a defective 
pancreas that must be monitored and treated daily. This incurable disease 
makes George’s body both his greatest strength and his eternal weakness.

“Ripple Effects goes further, and this is what makes it such a brilliant master class in health 
literacy. What happens when you flip the page is that each issue of the story ends with a 
short essay. Each essay connects to something that happened in the story immediately 
preceding, connecting something that happened with or to George (a.k.a. his superhero 
name, “Ripple”) to the lived experiences of the essay’s author.” —Graphic Medicine, 2024
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Invisible Wounds: Graphic Journalism (Fantagraphics)

READER’S GUIDE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does Invisible Wounds address societal attitudes toward war and veterans?2. In what ways do these stories address the stigma surrounding mental health issues in military 

communities?
3. How does the comics medium enhance your perception of the veterans’ stories?4. How does the multiplicity of voices contribute to your understanding of the subject matter? Did any 

one story stand out in particular?
5. How does Ruliffson portray the impact of war on veterans’ mental health?

A nonfiction anthology of stories from veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, Invisible Wounds will inspire deep discussions about the mental and physical impact that America wages on its own soldiers.
CREATOR: Jess Ruliffson
ABOUT: Cartoonist Jess Ruliffson spent five years traveling across the country interviewing veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars, from kitchen tables in Georgia and libraries in New York City to dive bars in Mississippi and back porches in Vermont. What she finds is that the real experience of soldiers at war is a far cry from depictions in popular media like Zero Dark Thirty or American Sniper. Identity lies at the heart of these stories, as they grapple with their gender, their race, and the brutality they’ve witnessed and caused. In this compassionate, probing book, Ruliffson reveals how America’s endless entanglement in wars have affected the psyches of the people who wage them.

“The art is an empathic broad-brush realism, with dominant bold tones of gray, tan, blue, 
and orange, and no explicit violence. These dozen dramatized interviews speak for the 
uncountable war veterans throughout history who died with their PTSD, guilt, and pain undiagnosed and misunderstood. Highly recommended for readers willing to brave the 
wars inside veterans and thus better understand the wars outside them.”  —Library Journal, Starred Review, 2023
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Saga Volume 1 (Image)

READER’S GUIDE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS1.  Saga is essentially a story about family, both chosen and biological, that just happens to be set in a 

hyper-chaotic fantasy world. What do you find the core messaging to be about?

2.  What is the driving force behind each character and how do characters’ narratives and goals conflict 

against others?
3.  What do you think about the role of Hazel as the narrator? How does her perspective influence the 

storytelling?
4.  How does the war between Landfall and Wreath drive the narrative? Do you see parallels to real-

world conflicts?
5.  How does the artwork’s mix of surreal and realistic elements shape the tone of the story?

The Saga series features something for every adult reader—

action, mystery, romance, and deeply flawed characters that 

you won’t be able to help but root for-and want to talk about! 
CREATORS: Brian K. Vaughan and Fiona Staples

ABOUT: Saga is an epic space opera/fantasy comic book series created 

by writer Brian K. Vaughan and artist Fiona Staples, published monthly 

by Image Comics. The series is heavily influenced by Star Wars, and 

based on ideas Vaughan conceived both as a child and as a parent. It 

depicts two lovers from long-warring extraterrestrial races, Alana and 

Marko, fleeing authorities from both sides of a galactic war as they 

struggle to care for their newborn daughter, Hazel, who occasionally 

narrates the series.
“While Vaughan will be the star power that attracts readers, do-it-all artist Staples is going to 

be the one who really wows them. Her character designs dish out some of the best aliens 

around, the immersive world-crafting is lushly detailed and deeply thought through, and 

the spacious layouts keep the focus squarely on the personal element, despite the chaotic 

cosmos they inhabit. Add another winner to Vaughan’s stable of consistently epic, fresh, 

and endearing stories.” —Booklist, Starred Review, 2012
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When selecting a title for your book club, you’ll want to prepare 3-5 discussion questions that are 
specifically about that title. The list below is just a cheat sheet that can be used as a starting point to 
craft your own questions, based on your own reading of the titles you’ve selected.

NOTE: Depending on the title, its publisher may have already created a guide specifically for 
book clubs, which you can usually find on their website. This resource includes custom Reader’s 
Guides for a variety of comics and manga available on Comics Plus, and can be used by anyone 
with access to the titles themselves — digital or physical.

GENERAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What did you enjoy about this book?

2. What have you read that is similar to this book?

3. What are some of the major themes of this book?

4. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel?

5. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters?

7. Have you ever experienced anything similar to the action of this novel?

8. What are your concerns about this book?

9. How did you feel about the main character?

10. What are the most important relationships in the book?

11. What makes a minor character memorable?

12. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life?

13. Did you find any flaws in the book?

14. How do the images and text work together to communicate the story?

15. Could this story be as meaningful if it was not written in graphic novel format?

16. Could this ever be filmed as a movie? If so, how do you envision that?

17. Do the characters change over the course of the story? If so, in what way?

18. How would this story change if you covered the pictures and only read the text?

19. How do you think the pictures helped you visualize the characters?

20. Describe how the text and pictures work together to create a meaningful part of the story?

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ni6w5-JJragY1MxApSTvWRtXnbkihyk-?usp=drive_link


With Comics Plus®, your readers can have unlimited, simultaneous access to thousands 
of digital comics, manga, and picture books from dozens of library-friendly publishers.

Explore a diverse selection of new and backlist titles from Andrews McMeel, Dark 
Horse, Europe Comics, Fantagraphics, Humanoids, Image Comics, Kodansha, 
Mad Cave, Oni Press, Papercutz, Tokyopop, UDON Entertainment, Yen Press, 
and many more.

No holds, wait lists, or monthly borrowing limits—all at a price that won’t break your 
materials budget.

Sign up for a free demo at 
comicsplusapp.com 

—LIBRARY JOURNAL

“A comics bonanza.”

—SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

“Being able to offer a service in which a small reading group, an entire 
class, or an entire grade level can read the same book at the same 

time with no waiting period is an absolute game changer.”

#ReadAllTheComics
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